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Bethel ir* New Jerfey, Oft. 4. I752. 

"Reverend, and Honoured Sir, 

W HEN your courteous and obliging 
Letter by Captain Grant arrived, I 
was in New-England, uling En¬ 
deavours to procure lome Affiftance, for car¬ 
rying on the good Work among the Indians , 
the People of my Charge ; and fince my 
Return have been in fuch a low State of Health, 
and withal fo crouded with a Throng of Bufi- 
nefs, that I have npt been able to fend you 
an Anfiwer fo foon by Months, as I could 
have defired. This I hope will, in fome mea- 
fiire, apologize for me, and that you will be 
fo good as to over-look my Deficiency. 

And now, dear Sir, what fhall I fay ? I 
cannot but admire the Goodnefs of God that 
he fhould put it into the Hearts of his Servants, 
at fo great a Diftance, to think of thefe poor 
People, and to fhew any Regard to me, who 
am Irfs than the lead of all Saints . But God 
does his fovereign Pleafure, and it is the great 
Happinefs of his Children, that he rules and 
governs the World. 

I accept your Generofity with much Thank- 
fulnefs, and I hope fome Degree of Gratitude 
to the Bountiful Author of all our Mercies, 
as well as the Inftrument he is pleafed to im- 
ploy, and fhall fee that your Orders are 
punctually fulfilled. * Your Requefl likewife 
refpedting fome Account of the hidian Affairs, 
A 2 I 
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I {hall endeavour to comply with, though I 
am exceedingly crouded for Time. 

I have been employed as a Miffionary a- 
mong thefe Indians for above four Years and 
a half, befides Officiating for my Brother Se¬ 
veral Months during his lad Sicknefs. In 
this Space of Time the Number has confider- 
ably encreafed, though for more than two 
Years after I came, we were vifited with much 
Sicknefs and great Mortality. 

We have now near forty Families belong¬ 
ing to our Society ; and our Church confids 
of thirty-feven Communicants, befides two 
or three more that dand as Candidates for 
Admiffion. Our School has fometimes con¬ 
fided of above fifty Children, but the Num¬ 
ber at prefent is not altogether fo great. The 
Children in general feem to be as apt to learn 
as EngliJlj Children, and fome are very for¬ 
ward, confidering the Opportunity they have 
h d. Not lefs than twenty I believe are able 
to read pretty diftindly in the Bible, and re¬ 
peat mod of the Affieinbly’s Short Catechifm : 
And fome are able to repeat it through, to¬ 
gether with the Proofs, giving Chapter and 
Verfe j and fundry of them can write a de¬ 
cent legib’e Hand. We have one training up 
for the Minidry, in a great Meafure at the 
Expence of the Society in Scotland j he is a 
very promifing young Man, makes good Pro¬ 
ficiency in his Learning, ,and is, 1 hope, truly 
pious 3 may the Lord continue his Life, and 





( s) 

rich Bleffing 


to his Pagan 


make him 
Brethren. 

I have fpent the moft of my Time fmce I 
have been employed as a Miffionary ; among 
thefe People, but not wholly confined myfelf 
to them. I have taken feveral Journics out 
among the more remote Indians, and fome to 
thofe at a great Diftance. By this Means, with 
the Bleffing of God on my Labours, I have 
perfuaded fundry to come from diftant Parts 
and fettle here, where they and their Chil¬ 
dren, have the Advantages oflnftruaion, which 
I truft have been bleft to the faving Conver¬ 
sion of fome: May the Lord daily encreafe 
the Number ! 

Thefe People thus fettled on this Spot, do 
univerfally do fomething more or lefs at Hus¬ 
bandry. But they have been brought up in 
fuch an idle, wandering manner, that it is very 
difficult to keep them ftel'dy to any Bufinefs* 
and indeed it is not without Difficulty that 
they learn to do the feveral forts of Work that 
belong to Tillage of Land, &c. But I find 
they gain upon it in both thefe Refpe&s, and 
I hope in fome time will come to live like 
Chriftian People. 

I am getting fome of the Boys put out to 
leirn Trades, and propofe fhortly to fet up a 
Working School for the Girls, at which they 
muft be taught to fpin, knit, &c. I have had 
my Mind upon this for fome time, and have 
made one or two Attempts before, but have 
been unable to fupport the Expence of it. 

A 3 But 
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But having of late obtained fome Afliftance" 
from New England and elfewhere, I hope to- 
be able to carry on the Affair to fome good 
Purpofe : And I cannot but think, with the 
Bleffing of Heaven, it will be of excellent 
life to the Caufe I am engaged in :—Serve 
abundantly to, civilize and bring them into a 
more comfortable Way of Living. I propofe 
another School of the like Nature for the 
Boys, fuch as are not put out to Trades, at 
which they may be learned to work, and from 
their very Childhood inured and trained up 
to the Bufinefs of Husbandry. This might 
be another excellent Help, to our Caufe if it 
could be obtained. I have no Provifion for it- 
yet, faving that at a very confiderable Expence 
Lhave fecured a large Trad: of Land, fuitable 
for the Bufinefs to be managed upon, and 
hope before a great while, by fome Means or 
other to accomplifh my Defign, and for 
the Bleffing of Heaven to fucceed my En¬ 
deavours. 

. You defire me Sir y in your Letter, to let 
you know “ my encouraging Experiences and 

Profpe&s, my Difcouragements and Ob- 
“ ftru&ions.” Some of thefe 1 have occafionally 
hinted at already, and fhall further obferve, 
that as the Number of Inhabitants in this 
Place has encreafed notwithstanding the great 
Mortality among us ; fo our Church is en¬ 
larg’d, although we loft at leaft a third Part 
of thofe that were Members of it when I 
came- And although fome that were raoft 

hopeful. 
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hopeful, and gave the faireft Profpedt of 
being a Blefling among us were removed, yet 
the Lord hath mercifully raifed up others^ 
who in fome Meafure fill up their Places. 
Some that not long fince were the bafeft 
Drunkards, are now become fober and live a 
regular Chriftian Life. We have a very con- 
fiderable Number of feribus regular Chriftians, 
who are an Ornament to Religion ; although 
fome that make a Profefiion have grievouily 
backfliden. The Lord has preferved and con¬ 
tinued a Chriftian Congregation together, tho* 
many Attempts have been made by Satan and 
his Inftruments, to difperfe and deftroy it. 
And there are fundry Perfons, befides Pro- 
feflors, that are under ferious Impreflions and 
Thoughtfulnefs about the great Concerns of 
their Souls: And one at leaft hopefully con¬ 
verted of late, whom I propofe fhortly to ad¬ 
mit into the Church. And though we have 
many carelefs unconcerned Souls, that feem tb 
have little Thoughtfulnefs about the Things 
of another World, yet it is evident the Con¬ 
gregation in general, make Proficiency in 
Knowledge both as to fpiritual and temporal 
Thing-s; and are abundantly more and more 
civilized, as to their Drel's, Behaviour, and 
Manner of Living. Thefe Things give me 
fome Encouragement, and caufe me to hope 
that the Lord will place, his Name here and 
delight to build us up; that he will glorify 
the Riches of his Grace, in eftabljfhing his 
Church in this Place) fpread the laving 
A 4 Know- 
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Knowledge of his Gofpel far among the poor 
Indians ; and caufe his Grace to be made 
known even to their moft diftant Tribes. 

As for the Difficulties I meet with, they 
are beft known to God and my own Soul. 
But any one that confiders the Education of 
barbarous uncultivated Heathens, will eafily 
fee, that it muft be attended with no fmall 
Difficulty to bring fuch to a civilized chriftian 
dVIanner of Life. My Exercifes among thefe 
People, I muft needs fay have been very pref¬ 
ling indeed, but having obtained Help jrom 
God I yet live . 

The great and almoft univerfal Propenfity 
in the * whole Nation of Indians to ftrong 
Drink, is a great Obftacle in the Way of their 
being brought to Chriftianity. This above all 
others is the Sin that eafily befets them, and 
has been the greateft Blemiffi to the Caufe of 
Religion among them in this Place. This Sin 
o f Drunkennefs, and the Effe&s of it, have gi- 
me inexpreffible Trouble and Anxiety of Soul 
fince I have been employed in this Bufineis. 
And though I have done my utmoft, and even 
iummoned all the Powers of my Soul to re- 
prefent the Evil of it* yet with fome it isftill 
prevalent. 

And our Neighbours the white People arc 
not a little acceffory to the Commiftion of this 
Evil. There is fcarce one of them that has 
ftrong Liquor to difpofe of, but what will fell 
to the Indians , although I have fet the Evil 
before them, and earneftly befought them not 

to 
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to do it. And fomp I have been told will buy 
Drink in Taverns and public Houfes, and 
give them, to fee if they cannot make Chriftian 
Indians drunk as well as others. Some like- 
wife have endeavoured to afperfe my Cha¬ 
racter to the Indians , and reprefent me as a 
vagrant wandring Fellow, that wanted to 
pick up fomething among the Indians for a 
Living; but blefled be God, their malicious 
and groundlefs Afperfions have not had the 
defired EffeCt. The poor Indians are con- 
feious to themfelves that I am their good 
Friend, and iincerely engaged to promote 
their belt Good. 

Another thing that renders it txceeding 
difficult to bring the Indians into a Chriftian 
Method of Living, is an indolent wandring un- 
fteady Difpolition, which greatly prevails a- 
mong them. In this Manner they have been 
educated, and it feems to be fo rivetted into 
their Natures, that it is almoft as difficult to 
reform them in this Point, as to change their 
Colour: This has been a fore Trial to me e- 
ver fince I entered upon the Bufinefs. I have 
preached one LeCture after another upon this 
Subjedt, and ufed my utmoft Endeavours in 
a more private Manner to reform them ; and 
have reafon to blefs God my Labours in that 
RefpeCt have not been altogether in vain, tho' 
I have yet much Exercife on that Head, 

In my Jouineyings abroad, efpecially over 
Sufquehanna River, I have met with many 
Difficulties and ObftruCtions. The bodily 

Fatigues 
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Fatigues of fuch Journeys I need not fay much 
about, though they are not fmall to any one 
who makes the Experiment. That Road, and 
the Difficulties attending it, are the fame that 
my Brother has given an Account of in his 
printed Journal. In my laft Journey there, 
I travelled three Days without a Houfe of any 
Sort whatfoever: And by Reafon of the ex¬ 
treme Badnefs of the Way, and my Horfe 
being deeply laden with Provifions for the 
Journey, I was obliged to go almoft the 
whole on Foot. But my greateft Difficulty 
was the Difappointment I met with after I 
came there. I found my iWay hedged up 
and an immovable Bar laid in my Path, and 
that principally by the Inftrumentality of wicked 
Men, Emiffariesof Satan; who trade among the 
Indians ; thefe had perl'uaded them that I was 
lent by crafty Men with a View to bring them 
into a Snare, and finally deprive them of their 
Country and Liberties. Upon which the prin¬ 
cipal Sachems would not fuffer me to preach, 
but the common Sort of People, being not fo 
credulous of thefe falfe and groundlefs Stories, 
would freely have heard me. With thefe 
People I tarried near a Fortnight, and vifiting 
from Houfe to Houfe, endeavoured in a more 
private Manner to refute the malicious Af- 
perfions of the Traders, and bring them into 
a good Opinion of Chriftianity. 

But among many other Difficulties, the 
Want of a more liberal Support has been a 

great 
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great Difcouragement to me,. Such Under¬ 
takings as this are very chargeable, and can¬ 
not be purfued to any good Purpofe but at a 
great Expence; I have by no Means been 
able to take the moft likely Meafures to con¬ 
vert the Heathen, for Want of wherewithal 
to fupport the Expence that mull Neceflarily 
accrue. For Inftance, in my laffc Journey to 
Sufquehanna i I was obliged to go with one 
Indian only, and indeed had not a Farthing 
for his Encouragement, but was obliged to 
pafs my Word that I would pay him when I 
could get Money. Soon after our Arrival 
there, he accidentally lamed himfelf, fo that 
I had him to tend inftead of receiving any 
Help from him : And to compleat our Mif- 
fortane we loft our Horfes (which we fup- 
pofed were ftolen by an Indian Trader who 
was there at that Time) and found them no 
more during our tarrying in thofe Parts, altho’ 
I employed Indians at leaft a Week to look 
for them, and confequently were put to un- 
fpeakable Difficulty in our return home. 

Now if I had had a few Pounds for the 
Support of about half a dozen of my Chriftian 
Indians to have gone along with me, it would 
not only have faved me much Fatigue, but 
what is vaftly more, would in all Probability 
have made my Journey profperous : For 
thefe Chriftian Indians could have contradicted 
and refuted the falfe and groundlefs Afperfions 
of the Indian Traders; and befides I could 
certainly have had Liberty to preach to my 

own 
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owft Company, and then, in all probibility, 
had the whole Town to hear me out of Cu- 
jiolity, as was once the Cafe in a former Jour¬ 
ney there. But the Want of this rendered my 
Journey, with all its Toil and Fatigue, almoft 
fruitlels j and this may ferve as a Specimen of 
Inftanccs too numerous to mention in this 
Place; on this Account I have laboured under 
great Difcouragement, but I hope andtruft that 
as this Work of Grace among the Indians 
comes to be more generally known and fpread 
abroad, there will be a greater Plenty of Pro¬ 
vision for the Promotion of the fame ; and 
may the Lord haften the blifsful Time ! Upon 
the whole, though I am feelingly fenlible of 
many Difficulties and Difcouragements in chrif- 
tianizing the Indians, yetlcannot but think there 
has been, and Bill is as much Encouragement 
as could rationally be expected, before any 
Attempts of this Kind were made, and that 
'yvhich is fufficient for us ftill to aft upon, and 
to make farther Attempts of this Nature. 
There is ground to hope that within thefe 
feven Years laft paft, there have been at lead 
forty Perfons favingly converted to God, even 
fo this final 1 Place, which at moft does not con¬ 
tain above two hundred Souls old and young 
pfall Sorts; and .were there any fpirited to 
go unto the more remote Parts where there 
are greater Numbers of thefe miferable Sa¬ 
vages, who can tell what the Lord will do ? 
What a glorious Profped: might foon open ? 
What Numbers might we hope would quit 

the 
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the Service of the grand Impoftor, and embrace 
the Offers of the bleffed Gofpel. 

But in order to this, proper Meafures mu ft 
be taken, and fuitable Provifion made : This 
Work in an ordinary Way cannot be accom- 
plifhed, but at great Expence. And would to 
God it were a Thing of more general Con¬ 
cern among Chriftians. It is affeding indeed, 
to fee thefe poor benighted Souls groping in 
Darknefs, and perifhing for lack of Vifion. 
while the Light of the glorious Gofpel is at 
their next Door ! To fee them led Captive by 
the Prince of Darknefs, while the glorious 
Vidory of the All-conquering Jefus, and Re¬ 
demption by him, are proclaimed almoft with¬ 
in their Hearing. This is very affeding in¬ 
deed, and I may well fay with the Poet ,—<%uis 
talia fando temparet alacrymis. — And fur¬ 
ther, — quaque ipfe miferima vidi. Oh may 
the Time foon come, when the Lord will 
fend out many faithful Labourers, efpecially 
into the Highways and Hedges, that the poor 
loft deluded Heathen might be gathered in. 
And may the fet Time to favour Zion in ge¬ 
neral draw near. May the Harveft be great, 
and the Labourers be plenteous; and you, 
Reverend and Honoured Sir, fhare largely in 
the Comforts and Glories of it in your own 
Soul, and in your dear Congregation. My 
Heart has long wifhed for the Revival of Re¬ 
ligion in Great-Britain, as well as in our 
American Parts: And fome times I entertain 
Hopes, that the Lords Time is near. May 
the latter Day Glory be haftened, and the 
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Britifi Realms' and Plantations, (hare largely 
in the fame^ 

The Quarterly Days of Prayer for the Prof- 
perity of Zion are obferved by fome in thele. 
Parts, 'and have been very constantly attended 
in my Congregation : And fome of tny People 
have appeared very affectionate' and warmly 
engaged at fuch Times. May the Lord hear 
and anfwer the Supplications of his People, 
and caufe his Church to arife and flouriffi, and 
even become a Praife in the whole Earth. 

I humbly thank you, dear Sir, for your 
pious Endeavours by Letter, to animate and 
ftrengthen' me in my arduous and difficult 
Work. I hope I (hall alfo be favoured with 
an Intereft in your Prayers, that I may be 
faithful to my Truft, and fuccefsful in my 
Undertaking. You was pleafed to encourage 
me likewife aboutufing fome Endeavours tc> 
afford me further Affiftance as to outward 
Things; and defire me to let you know whe¬ 
ther it would be belt fent in Money or Goods. 
I thankfully acknowlege your Kindnefs, and 
muff beg leave to fubmit it to yourfelf, to do 
that which you can with the greater Conve¬ 
nience 3 either will be very acceptable, and if 
nothing, Hill I (hall be under great Obliga¬ 
tions for what is part. I blefs God, I am not 
In pinching Neceffity, and yet I muff need 
fay, my Income is much too fmall, and I 
cannot well carry on my Bufinefs without a 
more liberal Supply. My People are mod of 
them extremely indigent, and inftead of af¬ 
fording me any Help, I am obliged continu- 
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ally to be affiding them in Money, Provifion, 
&c. Nor is it poflible, for any one who has 
either any Bowels of Compaffion, or Concern 
for the Promotion of the Cauie, to live among 
them without. My annual Allowance from 
the Society, is no more than * forty Pounds 
Sterling; whereas fundry of our Miffionaries 
from the Society for propagating the Gofpel 
in foreign Parts have dxty, and fome feventy, 
befides fomething very confiderable from their 
People, I believe, near half as much more. 
And by the way, whether that Money be im¬ 
proved in the bed; manner, while it is em¬ 
ployed to maintain Miflionaries in a populous 
and plentiful Country, as New-England in 
particular, where I believe there are not lefs 
than four hundred regular well fettled Mini- 
Iters, and the People univerfaliy able to main¬ 
tain the Gofpel among themfelves: Whether 
it was the Defign of the firlt Founders of that 
Society, and of the prefent Donors to it, to fink 
thoufands of Pounds annually, only to 
gratify a few Sticklers for a Party, I leave 
others of more Wifdom and Knowledge in 
that Affair to determine. But I am fure it has 
been no fmall Grief and Exercife of Mind to 
me, to fee fuch Sums of Money expended in 
that manner, while our poor Heathen Neigh¬ 
bours lie almoft utterly negledted; Satan "the 
Prince of Darknefs differed to reign in Tri¬ 
umph among them without Let or Moleda- 
tion, whole Nations being fubjedted to him, 
and perifhing by thoufands for want of Know- 
lege. This appears to me one of the mod af¬ 
fecting 
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feeing Things that canbe mentioned or thought 
of: Andi blefs the Father of Mercies that I am 
not left to fpend his Subdance in fuch a way. 

But I am fcnfible I have exceed the Bounds 
of a Letter, and fhould not have fo far pre¬ 
fumed upon your Patience, had it not been for 
this Claufe in yours. “ And let it be a long 
« Letter that you write giving me an Account, 
" &c This, Sir, I hope will excufe me. 

And now, dear Sir, I conclude with ac- 
knowleging all your Kindnefs and Goodnefs 
to me, and wilhing that the beft of Bleffings 
from above may defcend upon your Perfon, 
Family, and Flock. That: the Lord would 
make your Labours abundantly fuccefsful a- 
mong them, and blefs you with a glorious Har- 
veft. I would likewife delire a Remembrance 
in your Addrefles to the Throne of Grace for 
me, my People, and the Caufe of God among 
the Indians . And if you fhould have Leifure, 
and think it worth while to write, pleafe to 
direft for me at Bethel in New Jerfey , to the 
Care of Mr. William Grant , Merchant, in 
Second-jlreety Philadelphia ; or to the Care of 
Mr. Dennys deBerdt , Merchant, in Artillery- 
Court, Chifwel-Jlreet , London. 

I am with, the greateft Relped,, 

Reverend Sir y 

Tour much obliged 

And very humble Servant , 

JOHN BRAINARD. 
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